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'TsHORTENED STATUTORY PERiOD FOR REPLY ,S SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 

* fl^ S X (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

" earned patent tern, adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1)|£| Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 February 200 3. 
r-i -i- n - t ' • FINAL 2b)S This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IE1 Claim(s) J/-22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

6)M Claim(s) m are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

Q^n The sDecification is objected to by the Examiner. 

Prioritv under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

Acknowledgment is made o, a Calm for foreign priority under 36 U.S.C. § 1 19,a,.,d, or (,). 
a^riAII b)D Some*c)D None of: . 
in Certified copies of the priority documents have been rece.ved. 

aoDlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
• see the atiached detailed Office action for a list of ^"^^^ j^Z) (to a provisional application) 

a) □ Tnelranslation of the foreign ianguage provisional appeal [- J~£££ m since . specfc 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent 6) g Other: M 

3) □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper NO(Sj ^ | j 



4) □ interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). ■ 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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Election/Restrictions 
1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1, 6-19, drawn to a method for evaluating the affinity of one or more 

ligands for a peptide, classified in class 435, subclass 69.7. 
n. Claims 2-5, drawn to a method of preparing a sensor, classified in class 436, 
subclass 86. 

III. Claims 20-22, drawn to a ligand sensor, classified in class 422, subclass 105. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not require 
the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that the 
subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant 
case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as 
claimed because coupling peptide of interest to sensor could be accomplished by other means 
such as immobilized peptide specific binding partner on the sensor. The subcombination has 
separate utility such as using in detecting heavy metal ions known in the art. 
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3. Inventions I-II and III are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used 
to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case the 
inventions I-II do not require the feature of a sensor comprising a piezoelectric crystal recited in 
invention III to be practiced. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, and the search required for 
one group is not required for the other, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

5. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacob Cheu whose telephone number is 703-306-4086. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Long Le can be reached on 703-305-3399. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-746-9434. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3399. 



Jacob Cheu 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1641 
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